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AMERICAN RED CROSS AND SAN ANTONIO FOOD BANK COLLABORATE FOR BENEFIT OF TEXANS IN NEED 
   

Eric Cooper, Executive Director of the San Antonio Food Bank, and Mike Bennett, Chief Executive Officer of the San Antonio Area Chapter of the American Red Cross cannot complement each other enough when they describe the relationship between the two non-profit organizations. “It just doesn’t get any better,” says Cooper. “The Red Cross is the leader in disaster response, and the Food Bank stands ready to support those efforts. We each do what we know best. Our partnership is magical.” Bennett agrees, “I have never seen a more collaborative and collegial approach to non-profit partnering than we have with the San Antonio Food Bank. From the joint experience of Hurricane Katrina and Rita evacuations in 2005 came an alignment of [image: image1.jpg]ST Lot



organizational strengths allowing an efficient, effective and caring response from our two agencies.” 

 

The Food Bank and the Red Cross work together all year long. The Food Bank prepares and delivers the meals to the feeding site, and the Red Cross serves and cleans up after the meals. This has been happening at the shelters in San Antonio since before Hurricane Ike hit, and it continues to date. 
The two executives believe that their collaboration brings greater benefits to serve recipients than if the two agencies worked independently. They are convinced that their close working relationship makes more efficient use of the donations each organization receives. The agencies share board resources and staff in their effort to work together toward a common goal.

 

Since the shelters for evacuees of Hurricane Ike opened in San Antonio, the Food Bank has prepared and delivered, and the Red Cross has served, more than 131,000 meals. Throughout the year, the Food Bank provides the Red Cross Disaster Action Teams with canteening supplies used by the Emergency Response Vehicles to serve local disaster victims and first responders. Both Cooper and Bennett are committed to a continuing collaborative relationship, not only with each other, but also with the City of San Antonio and the United Way.  They believe their cooperation and resource sharing is a model which should be replicated throughout the United States.  
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