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Youth Service
Research shows the critical developmental value of providing opportunities for youth to learn by contributing 
to their community. Young people bring new strategies, skills, and energy to solve the world’s most challenging 
health, education, human service, and environmental issues. Through service, young people develop a sense 
of connection and commitment to community that will last throughout their lives.

Recommendations:

	 Reauthorize the Corporation for National and Community Service:

	 Make Learn and Serve America, which currently enables over one million students throughout the 
United States to make meaningful contributions to their community while educating themselves,  
available in every school in America.

	 Expand AmeriCorps with a focus on increasing the proportion of diverse and low-income youth  
who serve.  

	 Create innovative new programs like Summer of Service and Semester of Service to provide more 
opportunities for young people to connect their academics to their service.

	 Incorporate partnership, innovation, and flexibility in relationships with organizational grantees at all 
levels; and bridge programs and grantmaking mechanisms to achieve the best possible outcomes for 
people and communities served.

	 Advance public policies that provide opportunities for multigenerational service activities to leverage 
the talent, skills and abilities of older adults in meeting critical community needs. Multigenerational  
and civic engagement programs benefit children and youth in schools where older adults tutor students,  
resulting in improved grades, increased personal and social development, and decreased absences,  
suspensions, and drug and alcohol abuse. 
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Youth Employment
The economic health of our nation depends on investments we make in young people—especially investments 
we make in workforce development, education and training initiatives aimed at increasing their participation 
in a knowledge-based economy. We must engage all of our youth, including those who are disconnected 
from their school and their community, in order to maintain and grow America’s competitive edge in the 
global economy.

Recommendations:

	 Reauthorize the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Youth Activities. Enable WIA to enhance the ability  
of youth employment programs to serve youth:  

	 Streamline the eligibility determination process and expanding income and group eligibility requirements 
so that youth who already qualify for other federal programs may also qualify for WIA. 

	 Support a Performance Measurement System that takes into account the challenges associated with 
serving the hardest to serve populations and which allow for reporting of interim gains of both in-school 
and out-of-school Youth Activities participants. 

	 Retain local flexibility and promote cross-sector collaboration between workforce investment boards,  
businesses, youth service providers, school districts, and state institutions.

	 Allow youth ages 14–24 to be eligible for WIA youth programs. 

	 Maintain Youth Councils or, as an alternative, an analogous community entity focusing on youth  
and facilitating cross-system collaboration.  

	 Establish a competitive grant program focused on areas of high youth unemployment and poverty.  
Use the Youth Opportunity program as a basis for the design and implementation of the program. 

	 Encourage collaborations between youth employment agencies and high-growth high-demand industries.

Pathways to Education and Employment

	 Strengthen secondary education prevention and intervention programs for children and youth who 
are neglected, delinquent, or at-risk in order to facilitate their transition into community-based educational 
or work options, and to encourage partnerships with the local workforce investment system. 

	 Build bridges from youth employment programs to post-secondary programs, ensuring that former 
dropouts and struggling students receive support, services, and opportunities designed to increase their 
postsecondary enrollment, persistence and completion. 

	 Incorporate economic literacy and entrepreneurship education at appropriate stages in the development 
of children and youth.
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“There can be no keener revelation  
of a society’s soul than the way  

in which it treats its children.”
Nelson Mandela, former president of South Africa



The National Collaboration for Youth, a 40-year old affinity group, is a coalition of National Human Services Assembly member organi-
zations that have a significant interest in youth development. Members of NCY include more than 40 national non-profit youth devel-
opment organizations. Our mission is to provide a united voice as advocates for youth to improve the conditions of young people in 
America, and to help young people reach their full potential. The National Collaboration for Youth brings together experts in public 
policy, programming and research to share knowledge and promote collective action to improve the lives of America’s youth.

www.collab4youth.org

While these recommendations focus on needs of children and youth, NCY and all of its member agencies recognize that the love and 
support of family and the ability of family to provide for the economic well-being of children and youth are absolutely fundamental. 
Strengthening families raising children is a related set of challenges that many of these agencies and others are working toward as well. 
To learn more about strengthening families, visit the National Human Services Assembly Family Strengthening Policy Center.

www.nassembly.org/fspc
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