President Elect Obama- Views on Children and Youth Issues

	Issues
	Plans

	Early Childhood Education
	

	Invest in Zero to Five
	A)  Will provide critical supports to young children and their parents by investing 

    
      $10 billion per year.

B) Create Early Learning Challenge Grants to stimulate and help fund state “zero to five” efforts.

a. Will provide funding to enable states to create or expand high quality         

early care and education programs for pregnant women and children from birth to age five. 

b.
Will help states create seamless system of early learning, address gaps in services and enhance quality programs that serve all young children.

c. 
In order to receive funding, states will be required to match new federal funds, meet quality and accountability standards, develop strong public/private partnerships, ensure that parents receive solid information, and provide support for both early learning and family support services.

C) Quadruple the number of eligible children for Early Head Start, increase Head Start funding and improve quality for both.

a.
Will provide $250 million in dedicated funds to create or expand regional training centers designed to help Head Start centers implement successful models.

D) Work to ensure all children have access to pre-school.

a.   Will provide funding to states to accelerate the trend toward voluntary, universal pre-school for all.         

b. 
States may use Early Learning Challenge Grants to fund high-quality pre-school programs that seek to enroll every four year-old or every three-and-four-year-old.  

c. 
Early Learning Challenge Grants will provide states with the flexibility to adopt sliding-scale systems, targets and other measures designed to give children the greatest need priority.

E) Provide affordability and high quality child care that will promote child development and ease the burden on working families.

a. 
Will reform the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit by making it refundable and allowing low-income families to receive up to a 50 percent credit for their child care expenses.

b.
 Increase Funding for the Child Care Development Block Grant Program.

c. 
300,000 children expected to lose federal CCDBG by 2010.  Will ensure that CCDBG remains adequately funded every year.

d. 
Will encourage states to use their CCDBG quality set-aside funding and other federal supports to develop strategic plans that better coordinate all state birth-to-five services.

       e.    
Measure will help ensure that state and local programs act in an efficient manner to provide all children with the early learning resources they need.

f. 
Will double the resources for quality within CCDBG to support efforts such as developing quality rating systems for child care that reflect higher standards and supports for teacher training and professional development.  Quality enhancements include improving student/teacher ratios, providing family support in child care settings and increasing professional development and teacher training.

F) Create a Presidential Early Learning Council to increase collaboration and program coordination across federal, state and local levels.


a.  
Will promote program collaboration and encourage states to better coordinate the use of federal and state funding streams across early learning and child development systems such as Head Start, Child Care, Education, Early Childhood Special Education, Early Intervention, Maternal and Child Health, Child Welfare and Child Abuse Prevention and Health.

b.  
Encourage dialogue among programs at the federal and state levels, and within the private and nonprofit sectors to collect and disseminate the most valid and up-to-date research on early learning, and to highlight best practices and model programs at the state and local level.

c. 
Will bring together governors and state elected leaders, business leaders, community and religious leaders, and experts from research and science to discuss the opportunities for expanding public/private investments for youngest children.



	Education
	

	Improve No Child Left Behind 
	Will improve assessments used to track student progress.  Will work to create assessment models that provide educators and students with timely feedback about how to improve student learning, that measure readiness for college and success in an information age workplace; and that indicate whether individual students are making progress toward reaching high standards.  This will include funds for states to implement a broader range of assessments that can evaluate higher-order skills, including students’ abilities to use technology, conduct research, engage in scientific investigation, solve problems, present and defend their ideas.  These assessments will provide immediate feedback so that teachers can begin improving student learning right away.



	Improve Accountability System
	Supports schools to improve, rather than focuses on punishments.  Believe schools should assess all children appropriately-including English language learners and special needs students.  Such a system should evaluate continuous progress for students and schools all along the learning continuum and should consider measures beyond reading and math tests.  It should also create incentives to keep students in school through graduation, rather than pushing them out to make scores look better. 

	Create Parent Report Card to Support Individual Learning Plans
	States would be required to submit their plans for individual learning report cards in their state accountability plans to the Department of Education.  These quarterly report cards will have common features

(a) Where their child is expected to perform at their grade level to be ready for high school graduation and post-high school education

(b) Information about local afterschool, summer learning, tutoring, and/or mentoring programs that might provide additional assistance to students who have fallen behind and provide additional hands-on learning opportunities for students who excel in certain subject areas.



	Support high-quality schools, close low-performing charter schools
	A) Will double funding for the Federal Charter School Program

B) Will provide this expanded charter school funding only to states that improve accountability for charter schools, allow for interventions in struggling charter schools and have a clear process for closing down chronically underperforming charter schools.

C) Will prioritize supporting states that help the most successful charter schools to expand to serve more students.



	Recruit, Prepare, Retain and Reward Teachers
	A) Expand service scholarships to underwrite high-quality preparation for teachers

B) Support ongoing improvements in teacher education to enable teachers to meet the challenges of their demanding jobs.

C) Provide mentoring for beginning teachers so that more of them stay in teaching and develop sophisticated skills.

D) Create incentives for shared planning and learning time for teachers.

E) Support career pathways in participating districts that provide ongoing professional development and reward accomplished teachers for their expertise.



	Math and Science National Priority
	A) Recruit High-Quality Math and Science Teachers

(a) Teaching Service Scholarship Program will prioritize recruiting math, science and technology degree graduates.

B) Plan to stimulate Professional Development Schools can help new science and math teachers, or veteran teachers needing to hone their skills, learn from professionals in the field.

C) Enhance Science Instruction

D) Improve and Prioritize Science Assessments

(a) Will work with governors and educators to ensure that state assessments measure students ability to conduct investigations, analyze and present data, write up and defend results.



	Help At-Risk Children Succeed in School
	 Additional Learning Time

(a) Will create a $200 million grant program for states and districts that want to provide additional learning time for students in need.



	Foster Care
	Will improve foster care system by building communication between law enforcement agency and the child welfare system. Will establish more adequate training for foster care parents. Calls for providing innovative job training and work development programs to assist foster care youth transitioning out of the foster care system.

	Reduce High School Drop Out Rate
	Barak Obama has introduced “Success in the Middle Act” which will provide federal support to improve the education of middle grades students in low-performing schools.
“Success in the Middle Act”

(a) Require States to develop a detailed plan to improve middle school student achievement.

(b) Develop and utilize early identification data systems to identify those students most at risk of dropping out.

(c) Investing in proven strategies such as 

i. Providing professional development and coaching to school leaders, teachers, and other school personnel   in addressing the needs of diverse learners and in using challenging and relevant research-based practices and curriculum. 

ii. Develop and implement comprehensive, school-wide improvement efforts and implementing student supports such as personal academic plans, teaching teams, parent involvement, mentoring, intensive reading and math instruction and extended learning time that enables all students to stay on the path to graduation.
Redesigned Schools

 (a)   Will support federal efforts to continue to encourage schools to organize themselves for greater  
         success by developing stronger relationships among adults and students, a more engaging 
         curriculum, more adaptive teaching, and more opportunities for teachers to plan and learn together.

Competitive Grants for Evidence-Based Models to Help Students Graduate

 (a)  Will establish a competitive grant process open to existing or proposed public/private partnerships or  

        entities that are pursuing evidence-based models that work-such as Diploma Plus or Teacher Advisor   

        programs.  
(b) These grants will decrease the dropout rate by increasing the capacity of state and district leaders as well as outside leaders-foundations, politicians, entrepreneurs, and community leaders-to collaborate on improving graduation rates.       

	Close The Achievement Gap
	A)  Expand Summer Learning Opportunities

(a) Obama’s “STEP UP” plan, recently signed into law, addresses the grade-school achievement gaps by supporting summer learning opportunities for disadvantaged children through partnerships between local schools and community organizations.  

B) Support College Outreach Programs

(a) Support programs like GEAR UP, TRIO and Upward Bound to encourage more young people from low-income families to consider and prepare for college.

C) Support English Language Learners

(a) Support transitional bilingual education and will help Limited English Proficient students get ahead by supporting and funding English Language Learner (ELL) classes.  Support development of appropriate assessments for ELL students, monitor progress of students learning English and hold schools accountable for making sure these students complete school.

	Expand high-quality Afterschool Opportunities
	Will double funding for the main federal support for after-school programs, the 21st Century Learning Centers program, to serve one million more children each year.  They will include measures to maximize performance and effectiveness across grantees nationwide.

	Promote Safe Schools
	Will promote a more effective and just method of addressing behavioral problems in schools.

(a) Will expand “Positive Behavior Support” (PBS)

i.    System designed to deal with discipline problems in a research-based, experimentally-verified way,    

       based on one premise: stop the problem before it starts.         
                      ii.   In the U.S. Senate, Obama introduced the “Positive Behavior Effective Schools Act” to make PBS an                                   
                            allowable use of funds under No Child Left Behind.

	“Invest in what works” Initiative
	A) Will implement a federal “Invest in What Works” Initiative to put into action a recommendation of our country’s innovation leaders, mayors and teachers. 

B) Will double our investment in education Research and Development by the end of their first term.

(a) Part of the investment will be devoted to commissioning a blue-ribbon panel of premier business leaders, educators, researchers, and others to make recommendations to the Secretary of Education on successful 

                     programs and innovations across the country that should be scaled.

	Enlist Parents and Communities to Support Teaching and Learning
	A) Will call on parents, families, and schools to work together and take     responsibility for instilling in young people our best shared values like honesty, hard work and preparation for good citizenship.

(a) Clear and High Expectations

i.  Every school receiving funding under this plan is required to lay out clear and high expectations for    
                          student behavior and shared values, agreed on by the school’s educators and parents.

(b) School-family contracts

i.   Will encourage schools and parents to work together to establish a school-family contract laying out  
     expectations for the student attendance, behavior, and homework.  These contracts will be provided    

     to families in their native language when possible and would include information on tutoring, academic  

     support,  and public school choice options for students.

               (c)  Parental and family responsibilities

                     i.   Will call on parents to turn off TV and video games, make sure their children are getting their 
                           homework done and work to take a greater stake in their child’s education both in and outside of 

                           school.

               (d)   Service

                      i.   All students in grant recipient districts will be expected to engage some form of community service.



	Cost of Early Childhood Education and K-12 Plan
	Early education and K-12 plan package costs about $18 billion per year.



	Education Voting Record
	Voted to Increase Funding for Education for Children with Disabilities S. Amdt. 545.


	Higher Education
	

	American Opportunity Tax Credit
	A) Fully refundable credit will ensure that the first $4,000 of a college education

               is completely free for most Americans, and will cover two-thirds the cost of tuition at the average public  
college or university.

B) Will ensure that the tax credit is available to families at the time of enrollment by using prior year’s tax returns data to deliver the credit at the time the tuition is due.

C) Recipients of the credit will be required to conduct 100 hours of public service a year, either during the school year or over the summer months.



	Simplify FASFA
	Eliminate FASFA and streamline the process by enabling families to apply by checking a box on their tax form, authorizing their tax information to be used.


	Help Students Become Aware of College Readiness
	A) A voluntary test and presentation of results are specifically designed to inform students what they need to do to prepare for college while they still have time to do it.

B) Will provide $25 million annually in matching funds for states to develop Early Assessment Programs.  These funds will also promote state efforts to raise awareness about the availability of federal and state financial aid programs.



	Expand Pell Grants 
	Will ensure that the Pell Grant keeps pace with the rising cost of college inflation.

	Community College Partnership Program
	A) Will create a Community College Partnership Program to strengthen community colleges by providing grants to:

(a) conduct more thorough analysis of the types of skills and technical education that are in high demand from students and local industry

(b) implement new associate of arts degree programs that cater to emerging industry and technical career demands.

(c) Reward institutions that graduate more students and also increase their numbers of transfer students to four-year institutions.


B) Grants will support programs that facilitate transfers from two-year institutions to four-year institutions.



	Eliminate Costly Subsidies
	Will save taxpayer money billions by eliminating the more expensive private loan program, and directing the money into aid for students.



	“Make College a Reality Initiative”
	A) Goal to increase amount of students taking AP or college-level classes nationwide 50% by 2016.

B) Build on Obama’s proposal within the Senate to provide grants to students seeking college level credit at community colleges if their school does not provide those resources.

C) Will support efforts to allow students to take advantage of virtual learning opportunities for college-credit, particularly in rural areas.



	Health Care
	

	Cover Every Child
	A) Sign legislation providing quality, affordable health care to all Americans by the end of first term.  Plan will mandate coverage of children.

B) All children will have access to a comprehensive health care package, ensuring that no children fall through the cracks.

C) Children up to the age of 25 may remain covered under their parent’s insurance.

D) Enrollment will be simplified by allowing parents to enroll through tax returns, the internet, employer, churches, libraries, etc.



	Expand Medicaid and SCHIP
	Will expand eligibility for the Medicaid and SCHIP programs and ensure that these programs continue to serve their critical safety net function.



	Affordable Health Care
	A) Coverage will be affordable due to income-based subsidies.
B) Will provide strong federal funding to states for child health care programs.

	Cover Every Family
	A) Insurance companies will be required to cover all families regardless of any pre-existing health conditions.
B) Will have protection on insurance through employment and life events, so that families may maintain long lasting relationships with primary care physicians.



	Health Care Record
	A) As a U.S. Senator, Obama co-sponsored the Healthy Kids Act of 2007, which would strengthen SCHIP

B) Voted in support of “The Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2007” H.R.976

C) Introduced the Healthy Places Act- help state governments determine the health impact of new policies and projects.

D) Voted in favor of the Food and Drug Administration Revitalization Act, S. 1082- Protects children from unsafe Medications.

E)    Supported 2008 Budget Resolution which included $50 Billion in additional funding for SCHIP

	Service
	

	Expand Corporation for National and Community Service
	Will expand and fund AmeriCorps from 75,000 slots to 250,000 slots. These slots will enable AmeriCorps to establish five Corps.

(a) Classroom Corps: 
i.   Will enlist retired or mid-career engineers and Scientists to provide support for math and science 
                           teachers in the form of mentoring, student tutoring, curriculum development, and technology                                                                                            
                           support

                      ii.  Will recruit neighborhood civic, business and faith leaders to offer after-school programs and 
                            Community service opportunities.  
                     iii.   Will enlist parents, grandparents, college students or community members to mentor and provide 

                            one-on-one assistance to students and assist with classroom activities under the direction of 

                             teachers.

(b) Health Corps:  Corps members will help organize health fairs, conduct health outreach into underserved 
(c) communities and  provide additional personnel to community health facilities.

(d) Clean Energy Corps:  Will promote energy independence through efforts like weatherization, renewable energy projects and educational outreach.  Will work to clean polluted land, water, plant trees and work for environmental health.

(e) Veterans Corps

(f) Homeland Security Corps



	Peace Corps
	Will double the number of volunteers to 16,000 by its 50th anniversary in 2011.   



	Integrate Service into Education
	A) Sets a goal for all students to engage in service, with middle and high school students performing 50 hours of service each year.

B) College students would perform 100 hours of service each year, students would graduate with as many as 17 weeks of public service experience

	Expand Service-Learning in Our Nation’s Schools
	A) Middle school and high school students should be expected to engage in community service for 50 hrs. annually during the school year or summer months.

B) Will develop national guidelines for service-learning and community service programs, and will give schools better tools both to develop successful programs and to document the experience of students at all levels.

C) Will encourage programs that engage with community partners to expand opportunities for community service and service-learning opportunities, so that students can apply what they learn in the classroom to authentic situations that help the community.

D) These programs will also involve citizens from the community engaging students in service opportunities through the Classroom Corps.



	Connect Disadvantaged Youth to Service Opportunities
	A) Green Job Corps

(a) Will create an energy-focused youth jobs program for disconnected and disadvantaged youth.

i.   Will provide participants with service opportunities to improve energy conservation and efficiency of     
                        homes and buildings in their communities.

                 ii.    Provides practical experience in important career fields of expected high-growth employment.

                    iii.    Engage private sector employers and unions to provide apprenticeship opportunities.  

                    iv.    The program will work  closely with the Clean Energy Corps to help provide additional opportunities 

                for participants after they complete the Green Job Corps.

B) Expand YouthBuild Program

(a) Will work with YouthBuild to grow from 8,000 slots today to 50,000 slots over the next eight years in order to meet the demand from young people and communities for this valuable program.

C) Promote College Serve-Study

(a) Believe in raising service threshold to 25 percent

i.     This will help more than 200,000 college students a year complete part-time public service while they   

                             are in school.   
                     ii.    Will work to help colleges and universities reach the goal of 50 percent in serve-study advanced by                                            

                            Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush and by General Colin Powell as the chair of America’s 
                            Promise.
D) Will create the 5-E (Energy Efficiency, Environmental Education and Employment) Disconnected Youth Service Corps. This program would directly engage disconnected and disadvantaged youth in energy efficiency and environmental service opportunities to strengthen their communities while also providing them with practical skills and experience in important career fields of expected high-growth employment. The program would engage private sector employers and unions to provide apprenticeship opportunities. The program also encourages summer high school students to stay in school, and provides GED help and other wrap-around social services for drop-outs.

	Poverty
	

	Expand Transitional Jobs and Career Pathway Programs
	A)  Will invest $1 billion over five years in transitional jobs and career pathways programs that implement proven methods of helping low-income Americans succeed in the workforce.

B) Transitional Jobs

    i.  Will create a transitional jobs program to place people with extreme difficulties getting and keeping 

         good    jobs into temporary, subsidized wage-paying jobs to gain necessary job skills before applying for

        unsubsidized jobs in the private sectors.

   ii.  Transitional jobs program will offer mentoring and social services designed to address work-blocking
                       programs, such as personal and family conflicts.

	Minimum Wage
	Will raise minimum wage to $9.50 an hour by 2011.



	Public Housing and Urban Development
	Will restore cuts to public housing operating subsidies, and ensure that all Department of Housing and Urban   Development programs are restored to their original purpose.



	‘Promise Neighborhoods’ for Areas of Concentrated Poverty
	A) Will create 20 Promise Neighborhoods in cities that high levels of poverty and crime and low levels of student

academic achievement.

(a) Will model the Harlem Children Zone and seek to engage all resident children and their parents into an achievement program based on tangible goals.
                      including college for every participating student, strong physical and mental health outcomes for 

children as well as retention of meaningful employment and parenting schools for parents.
(b) Sites will be selected by the federal government after review of applications from cities and their existing non-profit organizations and school districts.

(c) Cities and private entities will be required to pay 50 percent of the program costs.



	Childhood Hunger
	A) Will strengthen and expand nutrition assistance programs and commit to ending childhood hunger by 2015.

B) Believe in investing in the WIC program, to ensure that children have access to the basic nutrition they need.

C) Will improve access and participation in school meals and expand the FreshFruit and Vegetable Program, which provides free fresh fruits and vegetables to low-income elementary school children.

(a) Will work with Congress to produce strong Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Bill that better meets    the needs of America’s children and pregnant women.

D)  Will seek to automatically enroll more poor children in the school meals program who are participating in other means tested programs such as federal health programs.

E)     Will fight childhood hunger during the summer by expanding the summer feeding program.

(a) within rural areas will implement a pilot program to provide poor children with additional nutrition through SNAP

F)     Will work to ensure food banks and community-based food providers have the 

   food and funding necessary to carry out their critical work in the future.


Sources Used:	1.  �HYPERLINK "http://www.barackobama.com"�www.barackobama.com�


 2. “Children’s Defense Fund Action Council’s Priorities for America’s Children:  What are the 2008 Presidential Candidates Plans to Make 


	                               Them a Reality?”    3.  “Children’s Defense Fund Action Council’s Score Card”   4. The Obama Health Plan & Children’s Coverage”. First 


		               Focus.
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