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Family Strengthening

Peer Network

A coalition of national nonprofit agencies committed to helping individuals, families and communities thrive.

The Family Strengthening Peer Network (FSPN), an initiative of the National Human Services Assembly Family Strengthening Policy Center, funded through the generous support of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, is a working group of experts – primarily from national organizations, municipalities, and research institutions – who are integrating the family strengthening framework into their programs, policies, and practices. 
Mission: The mission of the Family Strengthening Peer Network is to improve outcomes for children, youth, parent/caregivers, and families living in struggling neighborhoods, by advancing the family strengthening framework so it becomes the predominant approach guiding policies, programs, and practices for vulnerable populations.  
 
Vision:  To help build strong, supportive families; quality support systems; and thriving, nurturing communities to improve the lives of children. 

Core Values: Family strengthening policies must intentionally address the needs of the family as a whole or collective unit. We believe a family strengthening framework should build on family and community strengths and support the capacity of families to function effectively and progress towards self-sufficiency. 
 
Goals: The purpose of the FSPN is to share knowledge on family strengthening strategies, learn what other organizations are doing, find synergies and potential areas of collaboration to enhance family success, and engage other organizations in the field. As a peer network, we accomplish this by:
· Identifying and promoting initiatives that reduce family isolation, increase connections to economic opportunities, develop sustainable social networks and improve access to supports and services;
· Building a strong network of practitioners and policy advocates to advance evidence-based practice and a family strengthening public policy agenda;
· Disseminating family strengthening information and resources, electronically and at professional and educational events;
· Assisting the Family Strengthening Policy Center and others in developing policy briefs, that highlight emerging and valued family strengthening practices;
· Promoting a family-strengthening approach within our own organizations and FSPN network, including human resources and volunteer management that is supportive of staff members’ family responsibilities. 
For more information on the Family Strengthening Peer Network or to join email fspc@nassembly.org


